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[Typed response at top] 

Treasury Department, 

Bureau of the Mint, 

August 4, 1890 

Respectfully referred to the superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia with the request 
that he will see Mr. Outerbridge and thank him for his kind offer, and accept the die for 
preservation in the mint cabinet. 

E.O. Leech 
Director. 

[Handwritten letter] 

16 ,h & Hamilton St. Phila 
August 2, 1890 

Edward O. Leech Esq 
Director 

My dear Sir: 

Some time ago I notices a paper weight on a desk in a lawyer’s office in this city which 
attracted my attention by reason of its familiar shape and on examination I found it to be a 
genuine Mint die of the year 1809. The face of the die was completely coated with dirt and rust 
rendering the design almost completely invisible. 

I ascertained that an old vault was torn out a few years ago and a new fireproof put in. 
This piece had been found and used by the stenographer as a paper weight, no one had noticed 
that there was any engraving upon it. I secured the die as a curiosity and if it is valuable as such 
to the Government I am will to present it for preservation either to the Mint Cabinet here or in 
Washington. 

As it is practically defaced by the ravages of time there would no object in destroying the 
die. I enclose a rough sealing wax impression. 

I am your truly 

A.E. Outerbridge Jr. 



